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rendered to her son, and that which she herself ren-
dered to her dear Bridegroom. If she had some little
time to herself, it was immediately consecrated to the
blessed Virgin; and, during the first years that she
was in the house of God, she was always searching
for new devices by which to honor her — now by
Psalms, now by Hymns, and again by praises and
by vows that never ended. She often recited a thou-
sand times, the first Angelical salutation. If at any
time she lapsed into some imperfection, she went,
full of love, to caress her good Mother, conjuring her
to cover up that fault with the beauty of her virtues,
in order that her son's eyes might not be wounded
by it, and that [170] the wrong she had done him by
her offense might be repaired by her very lovable
fidelity; and thereupon, pouring out her heart at her
feet, she promised her to be more faithful another
time, and to perform such and such mortifications, or
to recite such and such devotions in her honor. She
entered into her joys and into her sorrows; she
served her on her journeys; in a word, she was all
confidence and love for her much honored Lady and
Mistress.

She did not feel that tenderness toward saint
Joseph, and would have been almost willing to bring
suit in the matter against the blessed Virgin, reproach-
ing her for not giving her any access to her dear
Spouse. She urged and conjured her to take pity on
her and grant her that favor,— to present her to that
lovable Spouse. "I fear," she would say, "that
this insensibility is a mark of my reprobate condi-
tion." When she was at Tours, and had withdrawn
into solitude, she went to find her Superior, in the
middle of her retreat,—weeping like a child, because


